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Chairman and Members

Legco Panel on Planning, Lands and Works
c/o Legislative Council Secretariat
Legislative Council Building

8 Jackson Road

Central

Hong Kong

Attn: the Hon Lau Wong-Fat, GMB, GBS, 1P

Fax: (852) 2121 0420
Email: asit@legco.gov.hk

Dear Sirs,

HARBOUR BUSINESS FORUM
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT TRANSPORT, LAND AND MARINE PLANNING

We write with respect to your planned meeting of November 22", We wish to clarify our
present views on the Central development, explain our current work and focus on this
area, and to request an opportunity to present these to your members in a brief
presentation.

The Harbour Business Forum (HBF) came together earlier this year as a coalition of
businesses and business groups all of whom have like-minded concerns about current and
future plans for the development of the harbour and the harbour districts. A list of our
current membership (including over 120 major companies and business associations) is
attached.

HBF in particular is concerned about:

e The apparent lack of a long term vision for the design of Hong Kong’s harbour and
harbour-front districts;

¢ The lack of a consistent and transparent framework against which decisions are made
concerning the harbour;

¢ A lack of willingness, on the part of Government, to engage with relevant parties to
discuss amendments to existing plans where demand exists for change, and

¢ Ultimately the apparent lack of overall coordination across the 17 or so departments
and bureaus of Government who have some form of involvement with the harbour and
harbour-front development. Indeed, we are calling for the establishment of a single
independent party to oversee the harbour from envisioning to operation.

By way of background, HBF has been in dialogue with senior members of the
Administration for some months working behind the scenes to attempt to come to a
meeting of minds on various harbour-related issues. Our concerns are less to do with
"Design” but rather to do with “Process” and “Principles”.

In response to a number of contacts at the higher levels of Government, Michael Suen and
Rita Lau met with the Patrons of the HBF in early September and presented their plans for
Central. At that meeting Rita Lau asked members of the HBF to respond to her with our
concerns about Central as framed within the context of Harbour Planning Principles
(Principles). These Principles had been issued by the Harbourfront Enhancement
Committee and were subsequently (20 July 2005) endorsed by HBF. HBF has now
prepared an initial response to Rita Lau’s challenge and this will be distributed to her and
to your panel committee shortly.

We acknowledge that the Principles, as currently written, remain open to varying degrees
of interpretation. To this end, HBF is working within the HEC to further tighten the
Principles by including rather more robust, measurable indicators of performance.
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We have also written to Michael Suen and asked for a moratorium on all development

above on and around the Central reclamation until such time as relevant canvassing of

opinions have been sought as to the opportunities for amending the Government’s current

plans for such development.

HBF does not oppose the proposed development per se. Where we have concerns lie in
the relevance of the decision-making processes used in arriving at Government’s plans. In
this regard we do not oppose the construction of a sunken by-pass for Central as long as
reclamation in Wanchai is minimized and the harbour-front is enhanced.

I would draw your attention to two supporting pieces of evidence:
e Town Planning Board - Press Release of 5 August 2005

“"The extent of reclamation within WDII is being reviewed by the Government. It is
premature to consider whether to amend that part of the OZP before completion of the
review around mid 2006. The Board will look into the matter upon availability of the
findings,” the spokesman added.

“Nevertheless, the Board saw some merits in SPH’s proposals for harbour-front
planning. It agreed to request the Government to prepare/refine planning/design
briefs for this important waterfront, in particular the groundscraper and the waterfront
related commercial and leisure uses sites, to ensure that the future developments
would blend in with the waterfront setting, facilitate pedestrian access to the
waterfront, and promote visual permeability of the developments”.

e Extract from “Submission to the Expert Panel” - presented by Transport Department
on 3 September 2005.

“Traffic saturation in Central by 2016 is likely even with the building of the
Central Wanchai Bypass.”

We believe that plans and the design brief for Central, as currently presented by
Government, will lead to significantly sub-optimal outcomes. Further, that haste in pushing
through these plans will allow insufficient time for their essential review and amendment.

Professional research being funded by our membership has initially indicated that in terms
of accessibility, vibrancy, distribution of density, public open space, visual access, urban
connectivity and identity, the proposals will fail to meet the Principles , and will be far
removed from the world-class gateway to which our community aspires. Please find
attached an initial one-page outline of what this means from the business perspective.

As mentioned above, we would greatly appreciate the opportunity to present our views to
your panel. Ms Michele Weldon, HBF’s Coordinator, will follow up with your secretariat to
facilitate the necessary arrangements.

We look forward to sharing our views.

Yours sincerely,
On behalf of the Harbour Business Forum

Mr. Andrew P Long
Chairman, Executive and Patrons Committee

Encl.
L. Harbour Business Forum Membership List
II. HBF Review of Central Reclamation and Waterfront
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HBF Review of Central Reclamation and Waterfront
based on Hong Kong Harbour Planning Principles
Harbour Business Forum

1. VIBRANT WATERFRONT

waterfront definition to include spaces deep into the city

human scale development on the waterfront

street-level open air dining and entertainment

market developments on the park reduced to two storeys

lining the waterfront address with dynamic uses - dining, arts, culture, residential, marine,
other commercial in addition to retail

2. PEDESTRIAN CHOICE

ability to walk on ground level in addition to bridges

reduce roadway engineering and scope to provide pedestrian crossings

reduce bridges and decks across waterfront address

protected pedestrian easements through development blocks allowing meandering
allowance for multiple modes of transportation - foot, bike, ferry, tram

3. PHYSICAL, VISUAL ACCESS AND OPENNESS

high quality pedestrian links with direct sensory connection to the harbour
permeability along waterfront address to promote pedestrian interaction and views
protected views from existing users as economic resources

protected views of ridgeline and hills from waterfront

4, URBAN CONNECTIVITY AND IDENTITY

areas along waterfront integrated to hinterland
character and uses along corridors that reflect heritage and identity
development ensuring ceremonial public access along these corridors

5. WORLD CLASS GATEWAY PARK

e urban spatial definition to embrace the formal park
e waterfront address as a celebration of the gateway park, not a utility
e reinforce Central’s role with uses and design befitting Hong Kong'’s international identity
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